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A Diseases of Animals Research Council. 


By Masor-GENERAL Sirk Joun Moore, K.C.M.G., 
».B., PBC. 


The trend of ve meinen science at the present day 
is all in the direction of research into the undefined 
causes of the dire maladies which affect the lower 
animals, and the provision of intelligent scientific 
means for their prevention and treatment. It is 
unnecessary to point to the large and varied field 
of research which is before us, but the question arises : 
“ Have we any organisation which will ensure that 
effort is co-ordinated to the best advantage of our 
profession and to the benefit of the State?” Un- 
mistakeably we have not, and it is expedient that 
without delay we should take such steps as are con- 
sistent with our réle of veterinary scientists to remedy 
the defect. 

The necessity is forcibly brought home to us by the 
investigations which have been instituted by The 
Field into distemper in dogs. It will be observed 
that initiation in this case does not emanate from any 
recognised central veterinary organisation set up for 
the express governance of applied effort in veterinary 
research, but it is left to others to point the way, 
and operations, though in the main carried out by 
a veterinary expert, come under the auspices of 
medical organisation. 

Quite recently we have seen the investigation of 
“ grass-sickness,” or botulism in animals, being 
directed by one who does not belong to the Veterinary 
Profession, though two veterinary experts were 
engaged in co-operation. 

In July last, at the National Milk Conference, 
bovine tuberculosis and its relation to man, and 
tuberculin tests were handled by medical research 
officers and not by veterinary surgeons. 

A few days ago it was announced that the sum of 
£30,000 of public money had been granted for the 
endowment of a Chair of Animal Pathology at Cam- 
bridge University, and that a further grant up to 
£100,000 would be considered for the establishment 
of an Institute of Veterinary Research. We have no 
guarantee that the chair will be filled by a Member 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or that 
research will be initiated under veterinary guidance. 

The Research Institute of Animal Pathology at the 
Royal Veterinary College, London, the Ministry of 
Agriculture ’s laboratory at Addlestone and the Animal 
Diseases Research Association at Glasgow operate 
independently. 





In other words, there is no real co-ordination of 
veterinary research effort, and, in the absence of such, 
can it be wondered that others jump our claim, or that 
initiation comes from others than ourselves ? 

It is a position which does not reflect creditably 
on us, and under the circumstances, and until we put 
our house in order, we cannot hope to gain the con- 
fidence of the public. The time is certainly ripe for 
serious thought and concerted action. 

As the best means of securing our proper place, 
I put forward a resolution at the General Meeting of 
the Central Veterinary Society on Thursday, the 
Ist March, and which was unanimously passed, that 
“This Association considers that there should be set 
up a Diseases of Animals Research Council consisting 
of at least seven and not more than ten Members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons with a 
General Secretary who shall be primarily responsible 
for all research into animal diseases, and that, if neces- 
sary all other associations should collaborate with it. 
[t is important that the Veterinary Profession should 
be pre-eminent in all cases in matters relating to its 
own profession which essentially come within its 
purview.’ 

In making this proposal I should like it to be dis- 
tinctly understood that I do not in any way wish to 
reflect on the Medical Research Council, under whose 
auspices the present research into distemper is con- 
ducted, nor on any medical member of the committee 
of research into that disease. My experience of the 
Medical Profession has been one of marked interest 
in our welfare, and we have gained a good deal by close 
association. I am convinced that the sister profession 
would be the very first to Subscribe to our occupying 
the premier place in all matters immediately con- 
cerning our own animals. In point of fact, my pro- 
posal would in no way clash with the Medical Research 
Council or any other Council dealing with research 
work. A dovetailing of effort could éasily be made 
(and research usually implies a varying degree of 
collaboration) but where it ¢ hiefly concerns the lower 
animals the responsibility for the conduct of affairs 
must be charged to the proper quarter. 

It will be remembered that the proposal is pre- 
cisely what was advocated by the Advisory Committee 
on Research into Diseases in Animals set up by the 
Development Commission last year, and it is expedient 
that effect should be given to it as soon as possible. 
The Committee further advised that those elected to 
the proposed Council should “be chosen for their 
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The Council’s Discussion on Colonial Veterinary 
Salaries. 

We have received the following communication 
upon the subject of Colonial Salaries from Mr. H. G. 
Simpson, F.R.C.V.S., Government Veterinary Officer, 
Penang, Straits Settlements :—- 

I have just read the report of the discussion on Mr. 
McIntosh’s motion on Colonial Service Salaries, as 
published in your issue of January 20th, and I think 
the members must have been misled as to the actual 
value of the salaries paid, as quoted by Sir S. Stock- 
man from the findings of the 1920 Home Committee 
appointed to enquire into the salaries and staffing of 
the Colonial Veterinary Services. In considering 
this matter, the two main factors seem to have been 
lost sight of, viz. :— 

A.—What is the purchasing power of the salary 

in the Colony concerned ? 

B.—How do the salaries and “‘ Prospects” compare 

with other branches of the same service ? 

Sir Stewart submitted figures representing an 
amount which, if drawn in England, might con- 
stitute a handsome remuneration; it is apparently 
the amount drawn in local currency reduced to 
£s.d. This is a mistake which is made by practically 
everybody and a basis on which an intending candidate 
obtains an erroneous idea of the value of the salary 
offered. I take it that this is also the “ snag ” that 
the Home Committee struck when they reported 
that the conditions of service in certain Colonies 
were satisfactory. 

Let us now look at the other side of the picture. 
Sir Stewart asked Mr. McIntosh if he had studied 
the 1920 report of the Committee of Enquiry on 
Staffings and Salaries. I will ask Sir Stewart, 
since he presented the figures to the Council, if he 
has studied the report of the Public Services Salaries 
Commission, appointed by the Governor of Malaya 
in 1920, to enquire into the salaries of the various 
Government Departments of Malaya. The Chairman 
was the Honourable the Chief Justice, the members 
including the Honourable the Colonial Secretary and 
three influential business men, the latter obviously 


to secure to the commercial community that no 
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personal qualities as good counsellors, and for their 
special knowledge and not as representing any par- 
ticular institutional or geographical interests.” Also 
that “ an essential part of any scheme for the improve- 
ment of veterinary research is the gradual creation 
with varying assistance from State funds, of a cadre of 
research workers with those definite prospects of 
tenure, pay, promotion, and superannuation benefits 
essential to secure their recruitment.” 

I am certain that if effect can be given to such a 
scheme, even in a modified way to commence with, 
we should gain the confidence and support of the 
public, and we should in course of time effectually 
defeat the ravages of those dire diseases which come 
immediately within our sphere, 
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excessive rates of Government salary were imposed. 
I quote the following from their findings, viz. :—- 

“Par. 523. We should like to reiterate a few 
observations which we are anxious should be once 
and for all clearly understood. 

These are :— 
* Par. 524 (1)—-It is a complete fallacy to compute 
a salary of £1,000, when 
(A) Paid in Great Britain. 
(B) Expressed in st2rling and paid in Straits 
dollars at a dollar value of 2s. 4d., as in 
Malaya. 

(2)—-A shilling in Great Britain and a 
rupee in India have very much the same 
purchasing value as a dollar in Malaya.” 

I venture to think that, if the salaries had been 
translated to the members in this light, which is the 
true one, there might have been a different tale to tell. 

I should like to point out that Sir Stewart has 
understated the salaries paid to Malayan Veterinary 
Officers ; he has probably based them on the finding 
of the 1920 Home Committee, which, in reference to 
Malaya, was that at that time there was no need for 
revision. He was probably unaware of the fact, and 
I am pleased to be able to state it, that Malayan 
Veterinary Officers laid before His Excellency the 
Governor their true position under their salary scheme, 
with the result that they were able to satisfy him 
that justice was not being done to them. Our case 
was transmitted by him to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, who was pleased to agree to a revised 
salary scheme from January Ist, 1922, although he 
had on record that the Home Committee had already 
reported that the salary needed no revision. The 
success attending the Malayan Veterinary Officers’ 
petition was mainly due to His Excellency being able 
to appreciate their invidious position compared with 
that of other professional and technical branches of 
the service; a position which seems to be incom- 
prehensible to our profession at home. 

The revised salary scheme for Veterinary Officers 
in Malaya is now :— 

“ $400 per month (if under 26 years of age, $350), 
rising by annual monthly increments of $20 to 
$600, then by $25 to $800, with a proficiency 
bar at $600.” 

On Sir Stewart’s computation, this would work out 
at £490 up to £1,120 per annum. It is, however, 
worked out on the basis laid down by the Malayan 
Public Services Salaries Commission, as quoted above, 
and as such it represents a sum of £210 up to £480 per 
annum—a difference the significance of which I 
trust will not be lost sight of by those who tacitly 
accepted Sir Stewart’s calculation, 

In case it should still be supposed that the salary 
is over-generous, I append two cuttings from this 
week’s local paper to show the value commercial 
firms place on non-professional subordinates :— 

(A) An advertisement* for a Junior Assistant at a 


commencing salary of $350 (the same as a 
qualified Government Veterinary Officer), and 
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to show the enhanced commercial value of 
professional services. 


(B) An advertisement for a Medical Officer for a 
group of Estates at a commencing salary of $800 
(which is the maximum salary attainable by a 
Veterinary Officer, after 19 years’ service). 
These speak for themselves. 

Mr. McIntosh asked for information as to a com- 
parison between the salaries of Veterinary Officers 
and other branches in the same service, information 
which was apparently not forthcoming, except 
some items regarding Kenya, which were not very 
convincing—beyond the fact that the Veterinary 
Officers there appear to be on the same grade as a 
Dairy and Pig Officer, whom, I presume, is un- 
qualified. I, however, append for his information 
the comparison for Malaya (attached table). 1 
should like anybody interested in Colonial Veterinary 
Service to get a thorough idea of the “ prospects ”’ of the 
Veterinary Officer compared with other officers, #.e., 
higher appointments attainable, which make such a 
pecuniary difference to him, not only during his period 
of service, but, what is of even more importance, to 
his pensionable emoluments. A glance at the Table 
will show what these “ prospects” are in Malaya 
compared with the Medical, Agricultural, Public 
Works Department, etc. All other professional 
and technical branches have acting and _ higher 
appointments to which they may attain ; junior men 
find themselves in acting appointments before being 
very long in the country and senior men get higher 
permanent appointments, all of which materially 
benefit their service conditions and pension. The 
Veterinary Officer’s maximum prospect is $800 per 
month after nineteen years’ service, and no acting or 
higher appointments. 


The essential points I have mentioned will, I hope, 
be remembered by anybody who, like Mr. McIntosh, 
tries to take a practical interest in Colonial Veterinary 
Service conditions. 

I can hardly agree with Sir John M’Fadyean’s 
remarks that such questions are outside the scope of 
the Council, and their discussion is a waste of time. 
I can understand that Sir John, as a signatory to the 
Home Commission in 1920, would feel that he might 
be stultifying himself if he identified himself with 
Mr. McIntosh’s motion in so far as it related to the 
Colonial Veterinary Services, but, surely, if the 
question of the conditions of service in the Army 
Veterinary Services quite rightly merited the warm 
championship of the Council that it received, it is a 
little difficult to understand why the Colonial Services 
should not reasonably expect sympathetic consider- 
ation. 

1 would strongly advise all Colonial Veterinary 
Departments to act as Malaya has done if they are 
desirous of redress. If their grievance is a legitimate 
one, I think they will get a sympathetic hearing from 
the Government on the spot, but they must be pre- 
pared with concrete facts which will support their 
case. 
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[I wish to thank Mr. McIntosh for his efforts to 
ventilate the subject, and trust, now that he is in 
possession of a few facts, that he will find more sym- 


pathy with the N.V.M.A. 
TABLE. 


Department of Salary. Higher 

Appointment. $ Appointments. 

Agriculture ... 400-—800 x 25 Director, $1,050— 
$1,200. Heads of 
divisions, $100 
allowance. 

Education ... 400—-800 x25 Six at $850, six at 
$900. 

Forests ... ... 400—-800 x 25 Head of Department, 
$2,000, five at 
$900. 

Geological we» 400-800 x 25 One. 

Medical ... ... 440—800 x25 Sixteen from $850 
to $1,200; one at 
$850; one at 
$950; one at 
$1,200. 

Mines... ... =400—800 « 25 


Four at $850; one 


Post and Telegraph 400—800 x 25 
at $1,050. 


Public Works ... 400—800 x25 Seventeen from $850 
to $1,200. 
Survey ... .» 400—800 x 25 Kight from $900 to 


$1,200. 
Veterinary 100-—800 x20 «25 
Chief Sanitary 

Inspectors 400—800 x20 
Building Inspector 400-——800 x 20 
Works Engineer 400—-800 x 20 
Registrar of 

Vehicles 400-700 x20 


Officers under 26 years of age on salary of $350. 


*Wanted for leading Merchant firm European un- 
married Junior Assistant with knowledge of accounts. 
Commencing sale: $350. Agreement after six months’ 
probation. 

Reply Box No. 28, c/o Pinang Gazette.— February 14th, 
1923. 

+Wanted Medical Officer for a group of Estates. Salary 
commencing $800/- P. M. House, Car allowance, Leave 
and passage after 4 years’ service. Must have Tropical 
experience. Apply Box No. 10, c/o Pinang Gazette.— 
February 14th, 1923. 





The Honorary Treasurer. 





The honorary treasurer of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association commends the following article 
from The Times to the consideration of those members 
of the Association who may have so far forgotten to 
send him their subscriptions. He hojes the article 
will appeal to them, and that they will remedy their 
forgetfulness and forthwith send on their cheque. 

About this time of year, if not earlier, treasurers and 
others who are concerned with the collection of annual 
subscriptions find themselves faced with the uncomfortable 
duty of having to remind defaulters of what is due from 
them and of the alternative to payment which awaits 
them in loss of membership or suspension of privileges. 
In prosperous and well-managed clubs cases of default 
are not difficult to handle, for there is a time-limit within 
which members must pay, and offenders against the rule, 
unless they can show good reason for their lapse and are 
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willing to make amends at once, can be summarily dealt 
with. The doors are closed against them, and the place 
knows them no more. But it is another matter for the 
treasurer of an institution which has no doors to close 
and cannot afford to risk the effects of punitive action. 
The hope of eventually obtaining an unpunctual guinea 
or half-crown will unnerve his arm; and, instead of 
delivering an ultimatum, he must content himself with 
but another patient reminder, adding more and more 
cajolery to it as the months advance. Last year, he will 
venture to recall to the memory of his victim, who may 
be quite as much worried as he, an annual contribution 
of so much was promised; he would be particularly 
grateful if he could receive it now ; if it were not for the 
liberal assistance hitherto given the good work must 
inevitably dwindle. But a year is apt to play havoc 
with the memory. Yes, we suppose we did promise that 
half-guinea. Still, the reminder comes at a most awkward 
moment, though it is a highly meritorious cause, and it 
would be monstrous if in these hard times it had to stop. 
But away goes the letter into a pocket or a drawer, and the 
inconvenience is temporarily tided over for the subscriber, 
but not for the hon. treasurer. 


Who, indeed, would be an hon. treasurer unless he had 
nothing else to do and liked writing persuasive reminders ? 
If he knows his business he will endeavour from the first 
to get his victim to give him a banker’s order, for the 
procrastination that hinders prompt annual payment 
by cheque or cash tends to prevent the order from being 
cancelled. Next year, vows the subscriber, the order 
shall be countermanded ; it escaped this time by accident, 
but in future the League, or the Society, or the Federation 
may whistle for its money. Did we get our half-guinea’s 
worth out of it last year ’ Only one or two printed state- 
ments and an invitation to a few meetings at impossible 
places. No, the thing is not worth going on with. All 
this the treasurer must know by instinct, and he will try 
to meet it with all the forbearance and yet with all the 
insistence he can muster. He nurses inexhaustible hopes ; 
let a year go by without results and he will not despair. 
Conscience may prick the laggard subscriber in the end, 
or his cheque-book may be unusually accessible, and two 
years’, even three years’, arrears may come in at once. 
It is well to delay the fatal stroke, to continue printing 
the supporter’s name and posting him the literature. 
Nevertheless, an hon. treasurer must not assume too much. 
A year ago he received a really handsome donation, but 
the polite formula inviting renewal may be lost on the 
addressee. That donation was inspired by no ordinary 
motive. It was a thankoffering, the product of a wager, 
or the fruit of a misconception that the request for assist - 
ance would never be repeated. A proportion of contri- 
buticas to many a fund has to be assigned to uncon- 
jecturable causes. They are fitful apparitions, like shoot- 
ing stars in the night; but they should give the hon. 
treasurer and his friend the secretary less searching of heart 
than those formerly bright luminaries whose magnitude 
has waned or has become variable, or those others whose 
names still linger on the list of life-members, but whose 
addresses are lost, and whose fate, whether they are alive 
still or have long since gone under, becomes a deeper 
mystery every year. 
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Vitamin and Mineral Deficiencies. 





RESEARCH AT Rowetr INsTITUTE. 

“The supreme importance attached to the presence of 
vitamins in the rations of farm stock has,” says the 
scientific correspondent of The Times, “ been challenged 
by the Rowett Institute at Bucksburn, near Aberdeen. 
In its report for 1922, the first annual report, experiments 
are described which bear the interpretation that it is more 
important to seek for and supplement deficiencies in 
mineral constituents than to be over-anxious about 
vitamins. 

The Rowett Institute was initiated by a conditional 
grant from the Development Commission and completed 
by the large generosity of Dr. John Quiller Rowett to 
explore the wide field of animal nutrition. Its work was 
begun in 1914, interrupted by the war, and resumed on 
full scale only in 1920. It consists generally of feeding 
experiments on farm animals, guided and interpreted by 
laboratory researches in biochemistry, bacteriology, and 
physiology. The special objective is to investigate animals 
as energy-consumers and food-transformers under various 
conditions of production and maintenance, to ascertain 
the constituents and values of foodstuffs, and to inquire 
into the fundamental principles of nutrition. The manag- 
ing committee and staff recognise that although the 
immediate practical goal is to assist farmers and breeders, 
the inquiries, if faithfully pursued, must pass over into 
a region common to all animals, including man himself. 

The conclusions based on farm stock with regard to 
vitamins and mineral matter, if confirmed, certainly will 
have a very wide bearing. [t may be assumed that 
animals living in a state of nature, as well as savage man, 
for the most part have to put up with a diet so rough and 
so varied that it is likely to contain all the vitamins 
required. But it has been established that man and 
animals fed under civilised conditions, largely on preserved, 
highly prepared, and cooked foods, do not get the necessary 
vitamins. So also it is easy to understand that if the 
natural man consumes accidentally at least a peck of uirt, 
the sophisticated man and carefully guarded farm animal 
may not get all the minerals required. 


VITAMINS AND MINERALS. 


The general proposition which seems to emerge from 
the Rowett Institute work is that too much reliance has 
been based on feeding experiments made on rats and 
guinea-pigs—that, in short, conclusions as to the effects 
of vitamin deficiency drawn from them do not necessarily 
apply to other and larger animals. 

The boiling of food destroys vitamin ‘C,’ the preven- 
tive of scurvy, and at least seriously affects vitamin 
‘A,’ deficiency of which is associated with rickets. <A 
litter of pigs was divided into three groups and fed on a 
basic ration boiled and stirred for an hour. One group had 
the three vitamins added in the form of fresh-cut mixed 
grasses and clover; the second had fat-soluble ‘A,’ 
in the form of cod-liver oil, and *‘C’ in the form of fresh- 
grated swede; the third had no addition of vitamins, 
but was given a practically vitamin-free extra ration to 
make up for the energy-value in the extra rations of the 
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others. All three groups had free access to a box con- 
taining mineral matter according to an analysis of the 
ash of sow’s milk. All three groups did equally well. 
In a similar experiment, pigs, given an abundant supply 
of minerals, were fed on a diet so free from vitamin ‘ C ’ 
that guinea-pigs fed on it developed scurvy in the third 
week ; they flourished. 

Experiments on pigs were made with a basic diet as 
free as possible from vitamin ‘A,’ but with a mineral 
deficiency. To one group cod-liver oil was added, which 
contains ‘A’ in abundance, to the other, linseed oil, 
which is deficient in ‘A.’ The interesting result followed 
that cod-liver oil had a definite beneficial effect on health 
and rate of growth, but that the effect was greatest when 
the diet was ill-balanced or defective in its mineral con- 
stituents. Captain Elliot, M.P., moreover, found that 
the beneficial effect of cod-liver oil was much greater 
in the case of sheep than with pigs. 

Captain Eiliot made further studies on the influence 
of deficiency of minerals on young pigs, which brought 
about a condition closely resembling that found in rickets 
of children. On a ration consisting only of grains which 
contain an excess of magnesium, potassium, and phos- 
phorus, and a deficiency of calcium and sodium, a condition 
indistinguishable from that of rickets in children both 
in symptoms and in pathological effects quickly arose. 
The addition of cod-liver oil to the diet improved the 
general health of animals and delayed the onset of the 
symptoms, but did not prevent the disease. 

But adjustment of the mineral contents of the ration 
enabled the animals to grow from the time of weaning to 
that of sexual maturity without any signs of rickets. In 
pigs, at least, the chief factor in the production of rickets 
is the lack of the proper amount and balance of the mineral 
matter of the food; the beneficial influence of fat-soluble 
vitamin ‘A’ and sunlight is most marked where the 
mineral balance is defective. On present information 
there is little warrant for the payment of heavy prices 
for foodstuffs rich in vitamins in the case of farm animals.” 


Breed Rivalries. 


Active Live-Stock PROPAGANDA. 


* Rivalry among breeds of live stock has probably 


” 


never been keener than at present,’’ says the Agricultural 
correspondent of The Times. ‘* Systematic propaganda 
among stockbreeders has brought about changes that 
contrast strangely with the customs of earlier generations, 
when the breeds of farm animals were left largely to make 
their way at home and abroad on their proved economic 
merits. The qualities of the animals are still the best 
advertisement the supporters of a breed can devise, but 
whereas in former times the inexperienced searcher after 
knowledge had to discover the whereabouts of varieties 
to suit him, he now has thrust upon him facts and figures 
concerning Many breeds in almost embarrassing profusion. 

“This transformation is regarded with mixed feelings. 
The energy with which the interests of the respective 
breeds are pushed excites admiration and commands 
approval. .The diligent secretary, who is now also a 
propagandist, is ever on the alert for an opportunity to make 
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known the merits of his breed, as they may be exemplified 
by achievements in open competition, or in any circum- 
stances that would be likely to focus popular attention 
upon them. In this respect the autumn and winter shows 
bring an aftermath of propaganda that, fortunately, has 
no parallel in the summer show season. The reason for 
this is that, at the breeding exhibitions, competition is 
restricted to breeds; there are wisely no_ inter-breed 
contests, as the object of these shows is to promote and 
reward success within the limits of the respective breeds. 
The dairy and fat stock shows, on the other hand, are 
designed for the dual purposes of encouraging the breeds 
separately and in open rivalry, as at the October Dairy 
Show, and at the show of the Smithfield Club in December. 
The one class of exhibition is complementary of the other, 
and both have proved of inestimable benefit to the great 
business of animal husbandry. 

“The activities of a breed society in proclaiming the 
performances of its particular breed are to be commended. 
They are organized on the lines that have brought success 
to many commercial concerns, and, properly conducted, 
this system is free from objection. The only people who 
need to be on their guard against vigorous propaganda 
are those whose knowledge of the different varieties is 
deficient and whose opportunities for comparing rival 
claims are limited. Every particle of evidence is used so 
skilfully that the unwary may, in the absence of complete 
details, overlook items that are of vital significance. The 
most elaborate details concerning showyard performances 
may be incomplete as a test of economic merit. The 
dairy or the fat stock show may demonstrate the capacity 
of animal and breed--as judged by its representatives—- 
but evidence affecting the relationship of cost in food and 
other essentials to the value of the produce is lacking. 
In these days of commercialism this aspect of live-stock 
farming has assumed high importance, just as the tillage 
farmer has been compelled to look closely into the cost of 
different crops, not merely as regards variety, but also 
as to the weight of yield. 


CENTRALIZED RESEARCH LIMITATIONS. 


“This question provides material for interesting 
investigation, not for the research centre alone, but for 
individual farmers. As with plants and manurial treat- 
ment of land, the experimental farm can render appreciable 
aid, but governing circumstances are so diverse and so 
mysterious that the farmer will find it advisable to supple- 
ment the work of the college centre on his own account. 
The diversity in conditions and results is as great and as 
perplexing in live stock as in crops. It is only necessary 
to consult stockowners of long experience and of careful 
habits in the testing of breed merits to ascertain how far 
astray one might go on the basis of central investigations. 
Soil and climate, elevation, exposure, and other less 
definable influences affect animals as much as they do 
plants, and hence the extraordinary diversity of breed 
and strain of all kinds of farm live stock. | For this reason 
there is no ‘ best’ breed, or even a strain of one breed, or, 
perhaps, it might be said that there are as many ‘ bests’ 
as there are breeds, since each variety claims with solid 
reason to be the best in its own particular environment, 

‘‘Tf no hard-and-fast lines as to breed or management 
can be laid down for this country, the problem must 
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obviously be more complex in the great stock raising 
territories on the other side of the Atlantic and in 
Australasia and South Africa. British breeds have almost 
taken complete possession of those boundless tracts of 
land, and it follows that in the diversity of climate, altitude, 
soil, and the like, room will be found for the advantageous 
introduction of many of our breeds. This may apply to 
our heavy and other breeds of horses, but it will almost 
certainly be also true of cattle, sheep, and pigs. There is 
evidence that there is.a use for all the breeds that have 
already been tried, say, in South America, and as the 
general business of animal husbandry is developed, it is 
probable that samples of every breed we possess will be 
wanted. 

“The future of the export trade for live stock is being 
watched closely. The business has been inactive for some 
time; but improvement is confidently expected at no 
distant period. China will probably join the countries 
that are taking to British breeds. Consignments of 
Ayrshire cattle sent there recently have created so favour- 
able an impression that other shipments have been ordered. 
The result will be followed with interest and hopeful 


anticipation.” 


Poultry Diseases. 
PROGRESS OF RESEARCH. 

At a meeting of the Diseases Sub-Committee of the 
National Poultry Council and members of the veterinary 
staff of the Ministry of Agriculture, held recently at the 
Laboratory, New Haw, Weybridge, under the presidency 
of Sir Stewart Stockman, ways and means of collaboration 
between practical poultry keepers and scientists in respect 
to the prevention and cure of disease were discussed. The 
immediate reason for calling the conference was the near 
approach of the time for putting into execution the scheme 
for a National Poultry Institute. 

It appeared from Sir Stewart Stockman’s statement, 
Says a correspondent in The Times, that a great deal of 
extremely useful work has been initiated by him already, in 
anticipation of the opportunity for the operation of the 
full programme. During the past year some 1,200 fowls 
were sent to the Laboratory for post-mortem examination, 
and it is proposed to issue annual reports giving the 
grouped results of this important line of investigation. 
The dead birds are received mostly from the managers 
of egg-laying tests throughout the country, as well as frorh 
private owners. If more of the latter would avail them- 
selves of the facilities thus offered, both they and the 
industry as a whole would benefit. 

Investigations are in progress in respect to several 
diseases that cause considerable annual loss throughout the 
country, and it is a notable fact that numerous outbreaks 
of fowl cholera have been confirmed within the past few 
months. This contagious disease is more successfully 
guarded against than cured, the death-rate frequently 
being as high as 80 to 90 per cent. of affected birds Roup 
is another subject of continual research. Tests for tuber- 
culosis are also made, in view of the fact that this disease 
may exist in apparently healthy fowls. Cultures of various 
diseases are kept in the Laboratory, and the staff are fully 
prepared to meet any emergency. 

Among many interesting experiments, those relating 
to bacillary white diarrhoea are especially noteworthy. 
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This most destructive disease kills innumerable chickens 
during the early days of rearing. In America it has been 
said, by responsible writers on poultry diseases, that 
probably “more than 50 per cent. of the chicks hatched 
throughout the country are lost from white diarrhoea in 
its various forms ’’—and in England the losses are con- 
siderable. It is, therefore, satisfactory to know that 
careful study is being made of the possible methods of 
infection, that birds proved to be “ carriers’ are under 
close observation, and that the influence of such birds in 
respect to their eggs and progeny is undergoing tests. 

All that concerns incubation in relation to disease 
necessarily comes within the scope of the Laboratory’s 
programme, and it is intended to investigate the causes 
of the death of embryo chickens within the shell, influences 
affecting fertility, and to inquire more fully into the points 
of difference between natural and artificial incubation— 
in order to determine whether one makes for immunity 
more than the other. The poultry industry may, indeed, 
feel assured, from these brief instances of keenness displayed 
in advance of the sanction of the scheme, that their 
interests will be well served under its operation in the 
near future. It was a wise decision to allocate this part 
of the Institute scheme to an established centre, where 
research must necessarily benefit from association with 
other investigations along more or less similar lines. 








Obituary. 
Mr. DuNncAN MCFARLANE, DOUNE. 

The Perthshire Press pays warm tribute to the life and 
work of Mr. Duncan McFarlane, M.R.C.V.S., of Doune, 
Perth, whose death has closed a professional career of 46 
years spent in one neighbourhood. 

The deceased gentleman, who represented the veterinary 
profession of the northern counties of Scotland on the Board 
of Management of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
tdinburgh, was Veterinary Surgeon for the burghs of 
Bridge of Allan, Dunblane, Doune and Callander, and 
Veterinary Inspector for the local authorities in the Wes- 
tern District of Perthshire. 

Mr. McFarlane was a Town Councillor and Senior Bailie, 
and his funeral was an occasion upon which, to quote a 
local report, “there has not been in the memory of the 
oldest inhabitant of Doune anything like the great gather- 
ing which, by the time the cortege started, had blocked 
completely the main thoroughfare, and which, when once 
in motion, extended for a full half mile of the road—an 
occurrence which was an eloquent testimony of the sym- 
pathy extended to the bereaved family on the part of the 
general public.” 

The buying of bulls for crossing purposes is (says the 
Times) receiving greater attention than used to be devoted 
to it. For the breeding of good store cattle—and no 
other are worth rearing—it is necessary to use good sires, 
and farmers are now far more careful than formerly 
about the class of bull they buy. It is a hopeful sign 
that when the occasion arises they do not hesitate to go 
further afield for the class and breed of bull they fancy. 


That there are now over one and a half million cattle 
running on the farms and ranches of Southern Rhodesia, 
many of them pure bred, and but very few of the inferior 
class which formed the sole stock of the country when it 
was first occupied by Europeans, is a sufficient indication 
that the problem of their well-being has been solved 
successfully. 
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PUPILAGE. 


Once more the question of pupilage is before us, 
and a movement is on foot amongst the students 
of the various colleges to secure for themselves an 
opportunity for seeing practice,and especially country 
practice. The attempt is entirely praiseworthy, 
but to what extent it may be successful depends largely 
on supply and demand. Every student should 
endeavour to go into the practice of some experienced 
veterinary surgeon, preferably with an extended 
country practice, during each of his vacations. At 
first he will probably be an encumbrance and an 
expense, and it is only right that he should pay for 
his board and lodging, and also for the knowledge that 
he will acquire, which he cannot acquire at any college. 
It is not until he reaches his final year that the services 
of the student become of any real value, and even then 
his value largely depends on the previous experience 
he has had and his general aptitude. With regard 
to the employer we may say that we know, at the 
present time, that the number of veterinary surgeons 
who are in a position to take a pupil, improver or 
assistant is nothing like so great as before the war. 
Agriculture is passing through a period of profound 
depression, veterinary profits are small and money 
extraordinarily difficult to collect, and men who used 
to employ assistants now do all the work themselves. 
using a car instead of a horse, and so working with 
more dispatch. Still, we have no doubt that if a sum 
of, say, two guineas a week were offered by a student 
for board, lodging and tuition there are many 
practitioners who would undertake to keep and teach 
him. But we think it would be quite exceptional to 
find a veterinary surgeon who would consider it a good 
business proposition to employ any but an exceptional 
student at a wage sufficient to pay for his keep. 
Nevertheless we hope the veterinary profession will 
deal with the subject in the most generous manner, 
and not always look for immediate personal gain. - If 
we want to raise our profession, we must do all we 
possibly can to help those who are to follow us, and it 
becomes almost a moral obligation upon those who 
have suitable practices to offer facilities to students. 

Till compulsory pupilage comes—-and it would 
be an advantage to C and D students—much must 
be left to the energy and effort of the students them- 
selves. Some joint effort from all the colleges might 
be of use in canvassing country practitioners and 
keeping a record of thos» willing to help,and we should 
welcome any such scheme. Meanwhile we commend 
the cause of the student to our readers and ask them 
to generously consider it. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases 





Three Cases of Interest. 


By Capt. E. C. Wiyrer, F.R.C.V.S., Limerick. 


DENTAL TROUBLE IN THE Horse. 


A few days ago a client showed me a harness mare 
that had, on the angle of the lower jaw, an abscess 
which had been blistered and lanced by another 
practitioner. I decided to have her up to the Infir- 
mary and to put the gagin. On examining the mouth, 
I found that the fourth lower molar at the near side 
was forced about an inch out of place, to the outside, 
and that the upper tooth was working on its inner 
surface. 

This state of things must have been going on for 
some time, and the wonder was how the poor brute 
was able to eat at all. 

I had her cast and chloroformed, and with some 
difficulty got the tooth away, there being an enlarge- 
ment from periodontitis on the inner aspect. The 
tooth was decayed along the anterior surface, and 
the food and pus had worked down through the 
alveolus and caused the abscess at the angle of the 


jaw. The case is now doing well. 


KERATOMA IN THE Horse. 


Subject.—-A thoroughbred horse, six years old. 

History.-Had an injury to the outside of the off 
hind heel, about a year before, caused by a stone 
bruise. 

Symptoms —At the time I saw him he had a curved 
horn, about two and a half inches long and roughly 
three-quarters of an inch in diameter, growing out 
of the upper surface of the heel, and curving towards 
the ground. This caused him to go lame and hop 
off the foot when the horn touched the ground or 
any obstacle. 

Operation.—-The horse was cast, and I chloroformed 
him, took off the shoe, cleansed and disinfected the 
foot, and proceeded to dissect out the growth, the 
root being about half-an-inch in depth. I took care 
that I left no trace of horn, and the coronet was not 
injured. The wound healed uneventfully after 
being tied up with a dusting powder of zinc oxide, 
boric acid, and iodoform, and left four days untouched. 
A tourniquet on the cannon bone controlled the 
heemorrhage. 


SEPTICAMIA IN A THOROUGHBRED FILLY. 


In January, 1922, a client, who resided thirty miles 
away, consulted me about a yearling filly that was 
supposed by a local practitioner to have worms, and 
was thin, aneemic and dropsical. I prescribed anthel- 
mintics and tonics, and was informed in March that 
the filly was rather worse, and the owner was thinking 
about having me down in consultation, as she had 
developed several abscesses over her body. On the 
7th March he hardened his heart and had me down. 
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On looking over the patient with my colleague, I 
diagnosed septicemia, and not worms, and found 
I could run a small silver probe, which I had in my 
pocket case, into her right upper flank in an inward 
and downward direction as far as it would go. I 
opened the abscess as well as I could then, and 
instructed my colleague to cast and chloroform her 
and curette it. Nothing was done until I went down 
again on the 25th May, when [ cast her and gave 
chloroform, opened up the cavity, and curetted it 
as well as I could, not using too much force on the 
inner aspect, which seemed to be little more than 
peritoneum. TI inserted a seton, as far down as I 
could, in the flank---communicating with the bottom 
of the eavity--and packed the whole with B.I.P.P. 
The latter nearly all squeezed out when the filly got 
up. [ instructed my colleague and the owner that a 
deeper, or rather lower, seton might be necessary 
later on, and could be put in with the patient standing 
up, leaving a long curved seton needle for the purpose. 

Nothing more, however, was done; an abscess 
did form under the skin lower down, and was allowed 
to burst of itself, and, in spite of mal-treatment, the 
case made a good recovery. 


— —_—— = 


A Congenital Nervous Abnormality in a Dog. 


By Henry Taytor, F.R.C.V.S., Haywards Heath. 


The patient was a Japanese spaniel puppy about 
eight months old. He had some stomach trouble, 
and treatment was requested for that complaint, but, 
on putting him on the ground, I noticed that he 
went round and round in a circle of about a yard 
diameter and always in one direction, viz., to the right. 

He could move in a more or less straight line if he 
really wanted to do so, but, instead of standing still. 
he resumed the circular movements. 

The owner informed me that his mother was just 
like that ; the condition was, therefore, hereditary. 


A Note on Abortion. 





By Henry Tay or, F.R.C.V.S., Haywards Heath. 

One attack of abortion renders the animal morg 
or less immune, particularly if the expulsion of the 
foetus takes place at the 7th or 8th month of preg- 
nancy, but if a cow should abort a second time the 
owner, as a rule, does not try to breed from her again. 
The following is an account of a cow that aborted on 
four successive occasions before carrying her calf 
full time. 

The animal was a pure Friesian, born January, 
1912. She had one live calf which sold for 150 
guineas, then she aborted twice and was sold to another 
farmer. She aborted again in April, 1920, three 
weeks before time, and yet again in December of that 
year, making the fourth time. The owner persevered, 
and on the next occasion she calved at the normal 
period. She has not been tested by the agglutination 
test, but one presumes that it is the usual contagious 
abortion. 
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Abstracts and Reviews. 


The Report on the Health of the City of Manchester, 
1921. 

This is a volume full of interesting statistics affecting 
the health of the community. In addition, there are 
many reports by the Medical, Veterinary and Sanitary 
Inspectors which must appeal even to the country 
veteri. ary practitioner as apart from veterinarians 
engaged solely in public health dues. The report 
by the Sanitary Inspectors on their efforis to prevent 
the breeding of house flies in horse manure and other 
refuse shows what a diflicult matter this is to deal 
with, and, at the same time, the high rate of mortality 
from infantile diarrhoea proves how important it is 
that the difficulties should be overcome. Here is an 
instance where the general veterinary practitioner 
can be of service to the public by pointing out to 
horse-keepers, and cow-keepers, in closely populated 
districts the necessity for taking steps to prevent 
fly breeding in their manure pits, stables, and byres. 

Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, C.M.G., M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M. (Vict.), contributes a report on the milk 
supply. In this he states that the number of cow- 
sheds in the city boundaries undergoes reduction 
each year, and consequently the close supervision of 
milking cattle supplying milk to the city gets less ; 
but it is satisfactory to learn that the general clean- 
liness of the farms within the ci.y is very saiisfactory 
—would that this could be said of all milk-producing 
farms. Unfortunately, apparenily, such a satisfactory 
state of things does not apply to the smaller milk 
shops, and this only goes to prove that milk clean from 
its source (the cow) may yet be extremely dangerous 
tothe consumer. The following extract, which shows 
the local incidence of tuberculosis is of great interest : 


“The samples taken represent the control of the milk 
of 305 farmers, of whom 303 are country farmers. Of 
these farmers 191 reside in Cheshire, and 31 of them, 
or 16°23 per cent., sent tuberculous milk; 48 are in 
Derbyshire, and 2 of them, or 417 per cent., sent tuber- 
culous milk; 38 are in Lancashire, and 4 of them, or 
10°52 per cent., sent tuberculous milk; 23 reside in 
Staffordshire, 2 in Yorkshire, and | in Westmorland, 
and none sent any tuberculous milk.” 


The Report as a whole shows that the City of 
Manchester is working hard to eradicate and prevent 
the many evils flesh is heir to in crowded cities and 
towns. 

Report on the Health of the City of Manchester. by 

James Niven, M.A., M.B., LL.D. 


New Facts About Salicylates. 


The widespread use of salts and other derivatives of 
salicylic acid in medical practice, as well as by the un- 
directed layman, justifies the conviction that these drugs 
have therapeutic potencies of real worth. Their vogue 
is not merely a passing fad stimulated by popular adver- 
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tisements or some other temporary device of exploitation. 
The compounds of salicylic acid continue to retain recog- 
nition, not because their pharmacology has been clearly 
formulated, but rather because somehow they seem to 
* produce results.” 
all the more provocative of further study to learn how the 
traditional or assumed explanations of therapeutic reaction 


For this reason it is interesting and 


are being shattered by the results of current investigations. 
Thus the claims made for a superiority of the ‘‘ natural ” 
salicylates derived from oil of wintergreen or oil of sweet 
birch versus the ‘“‘ synthetic ”’ manufactured in the chemical 
laboratory have been negatived in the extended inves- 
tigation of the subject undertaken under the auspices of 
the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American 
Medical Association. Hewlett, who summarised results 
of a clinical investigation (carried out by physicians with 
hospital facilities who had been supplied with ‘“ natural ”’ 
sodium salicylate and ‘“ synthetic ”’ 
such a way that they did not know which of their samples 


sodium salicylate in 


““ “ce 


natural ’’ and which were 
that there is no difference between the natural and the 
synthetic product so far as observable results are concerned. 
The natural salicylic acid has been many times as expensive 


were synthetic),’’ reported 


as the synthetic. 

Salicylic acid is known to be inhibitory to bacterial 
development. Consequently, it seemed likely at first 
glance that the salicylates exert some antiseptic effect on 
micro-organisms that have invaded the tissues, as is the 
case in some of the rheumatic fevers. The bacterial 
action of salicylic acid is far more pronounced than that of 
salicylates, in vitro. The newer studies indicate clearly, 
however, that the reaction of the body fluids, even in 
localities where foci of bacterial invasion may affect the 
immediate environment of the bacilli, is never adequate 
to ensure a hydrogen ion concentration requisite for the 
development of bactericidal power from salicylates. In 
other words, it is impossible for the free acid to occur in the 
tissues of body fluids in sufficient concentration to exert any 
marked bactericidal action. The antiphlogistic 
effect of salicylates in the polyarthritis of rheumatic fever 
remains undenied ; and their antipyretic action, due to 
an increased loss of body heat in febrile patients, is clearly 
demonstrated. 

. . . The facts at hand offer no contra-indication to 
the administration of salicylates to patients suffering from 
infectious diseases.— Journal of the American Medical 
Association, February 3rd, 1923, ex. Parm. Jnl. 





The Disappointments of Hexamine. 


Hexamine, first introduced under various proprietary 
names, has at length joined the large and growing group 
of drugs of which much has been expected and still more 
promised in a therapeutic way, but which have failed to 
justify the hopes of their champions. It cannot be said 
that too little time has elapsed to permit a correct evalua- 
tion of the claims for hexamine, since a quarter of a century 
or more has intervened since the earliest announcement 
of its possible therapeutic significance. The drug owes 
its action entirely to the liberation of the antiseptic 
formaldehyde, a reaction now known to occur only in 
acid solutions. Hexamine itself is not actively antiseptic. 
The use to which it is still devoted with apparent scientific 
justification is in preventing the growth of micro-organisms 
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in the urinary tract, and in destroying them when they 
are present in the urine during infectious diseases, such 
as typhoid fever. The drug is recommended as an 
antiseptic in cystitis, and as a prophylactic prior to opera- 
tions on the urinary tract. In any event, its possible 
efficacy depends on the elimination of the drug through 
the kidneys with a urine that remains distinctly acid in 
reaction ; otherwise, no benefit is to be expected. Such 
acidity may often be insured by simultaneous adminis- 
tration of substances like acid phosphates, which promote 
the secretion of an acid urine. As it has been shown that 
antiseptic effects cannot occur in the body tissues and 
fluids that have a neutral or slightly alkaline reaction. 
the hope that hexamine might function to destroy 
dangerous germs within the tissues themselves has been 
shattered. To complete the story of failure, it 
may be added that hexamine is said to be liable to produce 
renal irritation when the dosage is unduly large or its use 
protracted. The trade names under which the drug has 
been widely advertised are numerous. Various com- 
pounds of the substance also have been added in recent 
years to the list to be exploited. They simply possess 
the actions of hexamine and the salts of the acid with 
which it may be combined. The long story of this drug, 
lauded alike legitimately and fraudulently, filled with 
promise by the facile pen of advertising writers and 
stripped of much of this vaunted glory by the tests of critical 
investigators, should be a wholesome lesson to those in 
whom great expectations are easily awakened. It is a 
lesson often repeated in the history of therapeutics—and 
the drug business.—Journal of the American Medical 
Association, January 6th, 1923, through Pharmaceutical 
Journal. 


RHODODENDRON POISONING. 


The leaves of the rhododendron have caused cases of 
poisoning among sheep. The active principle is androme- 
dotoxin, a non-nitrogenous compound which may cause 
death in two ways. In the one, death occurs rapidly, 
and is due to a direct action on the heart, the ventricles 
being arrested in diastole or partial systole. With smaller 
doses it is due to failure of the respiration through a paraly 
sis of the phrenics and often of the diaphragmatic muscle 
also. There is a narcotic action upon the higher centres 
in the brain, while the spinal cord is not affected. Part of 
the poison when injected hypodermically passes through 
the kidneys unchanged.—S. W. Hardikar (Journ. Pharma- 
col. and Exper. Therap., 1922, 20, 17, through Med. Set. 
Abs. and Rev., January, 1923, 344). 


THE VELOCITY OF THE BLOOD STREAM. 

The velocity of the blood stream has been estimated 
by injecting a stain into one arm while the blood is dripping 
from the corresponding vein in the other arm. Every 
five seconds the escaping blood is examined for the first 
appearance of the stain. The stain used is a mixture of 
2 parts of fluorescein and 4 parts of sodium bicarbonate, 
in distilled water to 120 parts. About | ¢.c. is injected 
into a vein at the bend of the elbow. The interval in 
healthy men was found to be 20:7 seconds, and in healthy 
women 20°8. A delay in the appearance of the stain 
in the other arm is an early sign of incipient insufficiency 
of the circulation. Estimations have been made in the 
case of diabetics, pneumonia patients, pernicious anemia, 
and convalescents, and the results are tabulated.—E. 
Koch (Deut. Archiv. f. Klin. Med., Leipzig, through 
Journ. Amer. Med. Assoc., October 21st, 1922, 1462). 
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Association Reports. 


South-Eastern Division. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The seventh annual general meeting of che South- 
Kastern Division of the N.V.M.A. was held at the 
Royal Mount Ephraim Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, on 
Thursday, January Lith, when the President, Mr. 
T. F. Hogben, M.R.C.V.S. (Ash), oceupied the chair, 
and there were also present > -Majors G. W. Dunkin 
(Canterbury) and L. L. Dixson (Ramsgate), Messrs. 
J. B. Buxton (F) (Beckenham), EK. Lyne Dixson 
(Margate), W. W. Gulleford (Hythe), EK. Morgan 
(Faversham), Elmer Ebbetts (Rochester), F.C. 
Gillard (Folkestone), Charles Roberts (Tunbridge 
Wells), Arthur Whicher (Bexhill), J. B. Dier (Kast 
Grinstead), O. V. Gunning (Nonnington), H.C. 
Rockett (Tunbridge Wells), F. Marks (East Grin- 
stead), C. W. Perrin (Folkestone), Frank Warren (F) 
(Tunbridge Wells), F. Crowhurst (Kastbourne), Cecil 
Crowhurst (Maidstone), and Hugh P. Hogben (Folke- 
stone), Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Visitors: Major F. Hobday, C.M.G., Major P. J. 
Simpson, D.8.O., and Captain T. F. Player. 

Letters and telegrams regretting inability to be 
present were received from Mr, T. Salisbury Price, 
Mr. Perey Gregory, and several others. 

CORRESPONDENCE : A communication was received 
from the Royal Sanitary Institute with regard to the 
Congress to be held at Hull from July 30th to August 
4th, 1923, and Mr. Buxton was appointed to act as 
the division’s delegate. 

The Hon, Secretary said the next letter was of a 
more regrettable nature. and was from Miss Crow- 
hurst, relating to the death of her father, Mr. James 
Crowhurst. Miss Crowhurst had written: ‘ Will 
you please convey to the members of the South- 
Eastern Division our many thanks for the lovely 
wreath and kind thoughts and expressions. We 
much appreciate the division’s kind remembrance 
of our father.” 

The Presipenr: The late Mr. Crowhurst was a 
past President of this division, and I am sure you 
will all unite with me in expressing condolence with 
the relatives of the late respected member, and T ask 
you to stand for a moment or two as an expression 
of regret at our loss. I might add that we should 
like to request our Hon, Secretary to reply to the 
letter from Miss Crowhurst, expressing our deep 
sympathy with the relatives in the loss sustained. 

A letter was received from the National Veterinary 
Medical Association for Great Britain and Ireland, 
requesting that a delegate should be appointed to 
attend the forthcoming meeting respecting fees 
under the Dairies Order. 

Mr. Lyne D1xson proposed that the Secretary be 
asked to act in that capacity. Major DuNKIN 
seconded, and it was carried. 
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Mr. Hogsen: I will do what I can in the matter. 
There is one point Iywould like to bring up, in regard 
to which I hardly know how we stand. It is in 
regard to the Tuberculosis Order. The question 
arises whether our old scale of fees for similar work 
under that Order would be a satisfactory one to stand 
up for or whether I go to the meeting and find out 
what the general opinion is. 

Major Dunkin: [ think you might leave it to the 
Secretary. 

Mr. Dien: I do not know whether any of you 
have seen the Order, There are several places 
where they do not have the tuberculosis test, and 
cows have to be inspected every three months, 

Major Simpson: As a visitor to-day and a member 
of the National Council, I would like to point out 
that the idea was that suggestions should come from 
the various divisions of the National so that they 
might formulate the fees from those suggestions. 
The Council does not want to formulate them and 
then, perhaps, have the matier referred back to the 
divisions. If a representative could go to the meeting 
with definite fees [ think it would be more saiis- 
factory. 

The Secretary: Shall we merely have to make 
a quarterly inspection ? 

Mr. Dier: Yes, [I think that will be so. Ti is a 
question whether you should charge so much per 
head per cow for examination or so much for every 
three months. 

The Prestpent: It has been suggested that we 
should form a sub-committee of members of this 
division who should meet and discuss this matter 
at another time. 

This was decided upon, and Major Dunkin, Mr. 
K. L. Dixson, Mr. T. F. Hogben, Mr. J. B. Dier, and 


the Hon. Secretary were unanimously appointed. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The Prestpent: We now come to what I might 
term the chief business of the meeting- -the election 
of officers for the ensuing year. As you all know, [ 
have occupied this Chair for three years, which was 
# much longer time than [ intended to be President. 
I thank you for having borne with my disabilities 
during the term and very much for the support 
you have given me. As some members may be 
aware, we have taken some steps towards electing 
a new President for the ensuing year, and the name 
before some of us is that of Major Dunkin, 
of Canterbury, who, [ feel sure, if eleeted unanimously 
(as I have no doubt will be the case), will fill the 
Chair most honourably and well. (Hear, hear.) I 
quite think that we want younger blood in this office, 
and Mr. Dunkin has been a member of the division 
ever since its inception, T believe, and one of the 
most regular attendants at the meetings. He has 
always taken the keenest interest in everything 
appertaining to the welfare of the division. I 
know that he will continue to do so and, if possible, 
give even greater attention to the work if elected to 
this office. Without further preamble I wish to 
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propose his name as President of this division for 
the ensuing year. (Applause). 

Mr. Dixson : I have very great, pleasure in second- 
ing the proposition. You all, know Major Dunkin 
to be an indefatigable worker, and in committing 
the care of the division to him we shall elect a 
President well worthy of our support. 

This was unanimously carried, and Major Dunkin, 
having taken the Chair, said: I am extremely grate- 
ful, not only for the honour you have entrusted to 
me, but more especially for the kind words expressed 
by Mr. Hogben and Mr. Dixson. They are entirely 
unwarranted and unmerited, but I am anxious to do 
all I can for the division, and in the coming year 
I hope the success of the division will continue. 
My first duty, which is a pleasing one, is to introduce 
to you three visitors. One, Major Hobday, a house- 
hold name among you all and a very great friend ; 
Major Simpson and Captain Player. 

The Vice-Presidents elected were :-Messrs. E. 
Lyne Dixson, P. Gregory, C. Roberts, C. Crowhurst, 
K. Ebbetts and T. F. Hogben. 

The following were proposed to form the Council : 
Messrs. T. Hibbard, J. B. Dier, F. C. Gillard and E. 
Morgan. 

Mr. T. F. Hoasen: I should like to propose the 
name of Mr. O. V. Gunning as a member of the 
Council. 

Mr. Morean: [ should like to second that. I 
think Mr. Gunning is a very able man. He has 
always taken a great interest in the division and 
I know he will do all he can to carry it forward. 

Mr. Gunning: Thank you very much for the 
honour. 

The PresipeNt: J now move that our present 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer be re-elected. Mr. 
Hogben has done sterling work for the division 
and I must admit that my proposition is perhaps a 
little selfish, for, being new to the job, IT want the 
assistance of someone who knows all about it. I 
cannot possibly have a harder worker or a man with 
a keener interest in the division and the profes- 
sion at large than Mr. Hogben, and I propose he be 
re-elected to the post. 

Mr. T. F. Hoapen : As past President, I have had 
good reason to know what a worker our Secretary is, 
and he is a great help to anyone who takes up the 
position of President. We could not elect anyone 
else who would do the work so well as he has done. 

This was carried unanimously. 

The Secretary: Thank you, gentlemen. 1! 
think, sometimes, you might follow what the ex- 
President said and have a younger secretary as well 
as a younger President. 

Messrs. F. C. Gillard and C. A. Perrin were re- 
elected Hon. Auditors. 

The Secretary: I am afraid, with regard to the 
treasury department, I have not yet got both my 
auditors to audit my accounts, but the balance at 
the present moment as certified by one is £6 3s. 7d. 

The Secretary's annual report was as follows : 
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The year 1922 has been characterised by the somewhat 
apathetic response of the members to the efforts of the 
division. It is felt that the profession should have 
shaken off, by this time, war apathy or any other form. 

In regard to the past year, the annual meeting was held 
at the Market Hotel, Ashford, on February 23rd, when a 
practical paper on “ Clinical Experiences ” was given by 
Mr. Crowther, followed by a general discussion. 

A general meeting was held at the Royal Star Hotel, 
Maidstone, on May 25th, when a paper of exceptional 
interest entitled “A Note on the Toxicity of Sea Water 
to Bovines,” was given by Major G. W. Dunkin, and which 
was followed by a good discussion. 

At the meeting held at the Royal Fountain Hotel, 
Canierbury, on September 27th, a paper on “ Metritis 
from a Practitioner’s Point of View,” giving several interest- 
ing view points, was read by Mr. O. V. Gunning and a 
round table discussion ensued. 

A council meeting was held on 2nd December, at 
Canterbury. 

It. is noteworthy that at all meetings a general discussion 
has followed and added numbers would only mean added 
interest and benefit. 

It is with great regret that one reports the decease of 
so old and true a supporter of the division as the late 
Mr. Jas. Crowhurst, whose interment was attended by 
Mr. K. Lyne Dixson and Major G. W. Dunkin, who 
deposited a wreath on behalf of the division. 

It is for us to carry on the work. 


AFFILIATION WITH THE NATIONAL, 

The Secretary: With regard to our affiliation to 
the National, one need not say much about it in these 
days. We have always recognised its value, and 
have always been affiliated, so far as I am aware, 
since the division started. The only course to 
propose is that we continue to be affiliated. We get 
good value in all the National does for us, 

This was agreed to. 

Messrs. KE. Lyne Dixson and G, W. Dunkin were 
elected the division’s representatives to — the 
National in addition to the Secretary. 

The Presipent: With regard to the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund subscription, we have 
been in the habit of subscribing two guineas a year, 
and our representative at present is Mr. J. B. Buxton. 
Is it your wish that he be asked to continue as such ? 

Assent was expressed. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS, 


The Presipent: TI am deeply sensitive of the 
honour you have done me by electing me your Presi- 
dent for the coming year. It is one which should be 
sought after by all members of this division of the 
National, and although I have on a previous occasion 
not seen my way clear to accept office, it has been 
= ‘ly because I did not think that my efforts in this 

capacity would in any way improve the division's 
standing, assist its members, or in any other respect 
help in carrying out any one of the three objects of 
the division. My apologies, or at any rate an explana- 
tion, are certainly due to you, for offering my presiden- 








tial address for your consideration at this meeting. 
We only have three meetings a year and it has long 
ago appeared to me that much time can be wasted in 
taking up the time of one of these few meetings with 
such items as presidential addresses, election of 
officers, etc., leaving one-and-a-half meetings at the 
most for the discussion of professional subjects. I 
do not wish to infer that I consider either of the 
above items to be redundant, on the contrary, they 
are very necessary, but, for the reasons stated above 
my address will be brief. 


This division was founded in 1912, and the mention 
of this fact cannot fail to stir up in our minds thoughts 
of deep gratitude to such men as James Crowhurst, 
Theodore Toope, and others, many of whom are, 
unfortunately, not with us. To these stalwarts we 
owe the birth of this division and it is for us to carry 
on the work so ably started by them. We have, in 
the past few years, passed through a very trying 
period, from which we have, in fact, not entirely 
recovered. During the late war many of us were 
away and meetings were, for the most part, not held, 
and it has since been said that much of the good 
work which was done by the division before the war 
has been undone as a result of that event. Whether 
this is the fact or not need not trouble us for the 
moment, but in this connection T would say that it 
will be my endeavour, with the assistance of our 
excellent Council, to assist members of this division 
to the best of my ability. There are many matters 
of vital professional importance which need our 
careful consideration, and I hope that such matters 
will be brought forward and that our Council will 
assist the parent body by their wise decisions. Great 
strides have recently been made by the profession. 
Owing to the efforts of Major F. Hobday, who is 
honouring us with his presence to-day, a closer 
brotherhood exists between the medical and veterin- 
ary professions, and many members have availed 
themselves of the privilege extended to them and 
have joined the Royal Society of Medicine. This 
is a move in the right direction, for there can only 
be one profession of medicine, and, although there 
are two divisions, nothing but good can emanate 
from the inter-communication of them. Our thanks 
are undoubtedly due to Major Hobday for his untiring 
efforts in this direction, and we congratulate him on 
the result. In yet another instance the veterinary 
profession has been recognised, by the appointment 
of one of its members to the scientific staff of the 
Medical Research Council. The appointment is even 
more gratifying to this division by reason of the fact 
that the gentleman .referred to is a member of this 
division—-Mr. J. B. Buxton. We congratulate him 
on his appointment and offer him our thanks for the 
service he has rendered to the profession. For the 
first time, I believe, in the history of the profession 
the results of a piece of original research have been 
presented to a veterinary society-—-the Scottish 
branch of the N.V.M.A.-yet another advancement. 
I refer to grass disease, and in this connection we 
cannot fail to have increased interest, in so far as it 
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is this subject which we are shortly about to discuss. 
With reference to matters general, one cannot have 
read the leader in the current issue of the Record 
without being greatly moved by the appeal therein 
contained. One could hardly repress feelings of 
shame that such an appeal, coming as it did from 
thé President of the R.C.V.S. (Mr. Henry Sumner), 
should have been necessary, and yet the funds of the 
N.V.M.A. show that it was not only necessary but 
urgently so. It is my considered opinion that one 
way, at least, in which the membership of the National 
may be increased is by stimulating interest in the 
local divisions of the practising members, and this 
means increased effort on the part of the officers 
in the direction of getting into touch with such as 
find it difficult to attend meetings and, further, in 
arranging attractive programmes for their meetings. 
Apathy, for I firmly believe this to be the main cause 
of the trouble, can only be looked upon as a sub-acute 
or even chronic condition, insidious in onset and one 
upon which only a doubtful prognosis can be formed. 
Research in this direction is urgently needed, and 
perhaps if a start on the lines I have suggested be 
made, some improvement may be obse rved in the 
condition of those patients so suffering. 

Those of us who attended the annual meeting of 
the N.V.M.A. at Bath were much stirred by many 
items of Dr. Bradley’s presidential address, and I 

cannot do better than quote one or two of his con- 

cluding remarks which have special reference to the 
“ National.” ‘ Let it suffice to say that IT am more 
than ever convinced that in the division the 
profession has the germ of a powerful instrument 
such as it never had before. The prestige and power 
of the division is destined to grow, but the prestige 
must be jealously guarded and the power must be 
judiciously used.” 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I make a personal appeal 
for your support during my year of office, and would 
add that those whom you have elected to- day as your 
officers can and will retain this division as an instruc- 
tive and useful instrument to the practitioners and 
to the profession as a whole---but we must have 
your support. 

Mr. J. B. Buxron, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., then read 
& paper on the engrossing subject of “ Grass Disease.”’ 

[Mr. Buxton’s paper and the discussion upon it 
which followed received publication last week.—-Ep.) 

Mr. Drxson: The President has entrusted to me 
the pleasurable task of moving a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Buxton. It is not the first time we have had 
the pleasure of having that gentleman among us. 
and the very fact of his coming here is sufficient 
assurance that the members will turn up to enjoy 
an intellectual treat. If there has been any paucity 
of discussion, it is not from want of interest but want 
of knowledge. We know that if Mr. Buxton can feel 
that he has enlightened us on such an important 
subject, he has been fully rewarded for having come 
here to-day. 

Mr. T. F. Hoasen: I have the greatest pleasure 
in seconding the vote of thanks. It has been a treat 
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to listen to Mr. Buxton, and our knowledge is likely 
to be increased very much. He could not have 
brought forward a more interesting subject for our 
discussion and thought. 

The vote of thanks was unanimously accorded. 

The Secretary: The next business is to decide 
upon a place and date for our next meeting in May, 
on the third Thursday in the month. 

Mr. GILLARD proposed Maidstone, which was agreed 
to, Major Hospay saying that he would be pleased 
to give a series of demonstrations at that meeting. 

The Prestpent: We cannot thank Mr. Hobday 
too much for promising to go to this trouble, and we 
can express this best by supplying him with suitable 
subjects. He will answer any letters as to the type 
of cases he would like. I have now to propose a 
vote of thanks to the retiring President, who has 
occupied the Chair for three years--and three very 
difficult years. None but he and our worthy Secre- 
tary know the work which has been entailed. We 
have a great deal to thank him for. 

Mr GittarD: I have great pleasure in seconding. 
Mr. Hogben has taken the greatest pains to keep 
things going and has put himself to inconvenience 
on many occasions. 

This was agreed with acclamation. 

Mr. Hoesen: [ thank you very much. [ can only 
say that I have endeavoured to do my best, and if I 
have failed it has not been for the want of trying 
and endeavouring to keep the division going as 
well as possible. I wish Major Dunkin every success 
in his year of office. 

A vote of thanks to the President concluded the 
business of the meeting. 


Tue ANNUAL DINNER, 

The meeting was followed by the annual dinner, 
when Major Dunkin presided, the members being 
joined by a number of ladies, including Mrs. Dunkin, 
Mrs. Bailey, Mrs. Ebbeits, Mrs. H. P. Hogben, Miss A. 
Hogben, Miss F. Hogben, Miss L. Hogben, Mrs. 
Simpso:, Mrs. Rockett, Miss Trangmar; Mr. Trang- 
mar and Mr. Sleddall were present as local guests. 

The PRESIDENT having submitted the loyal toasts, 
Mr. KE, Lyne Dixson proposed “ The Past Presi- 
dent,” and said: Having this toast of the past Presi- 
dent placed to my charge, I propose it with a great 
deal of pleasure for the reason that we are old com- 
rades together in the matter of this division. 
We have been associated with Mr. Hogben since the 
inception of the division and 1 think that during 
his presidency of three years he has fulfilled all the 
duties appertaining to the office to the liking of 
everybody connected with it. If you had heard the 
vote of thanks which was accorded him upstairs I 
think you would say that was sufficient proof that 
he had carried out the duties efficiently and to the 
best of his ability. 

I am sure that Mr. Hogben, in vacating the Chair 
as President of the division in which he has always 
taken so great an interest, will always feel that he 
has handed over the reins of office to a gentleman 
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who will be a worthy successor, one who will do all 
he possibly can to further the interests of the division 
and also to study the interests of all its members. 
We cordially thank Mr. Hogben for the able manner 
in which he has conducted the affairs of the division 
during the past three years. 

Mr. T. F. Hoasen: [ thank you very much for 
the way in which you have proposed the toast of my 
health, and IT also thank you for the too eulogistic 
manner in which you have spoken of my services to 
the division. 1] can say only [ have done my 
best during my term of office and if T have pleased 
the majority of the members I am. satisfied. I 
certainly should have been more pleased if we had 
had better attendances at some of our meetings, 
but I thank all those members who so heartily sup- 
ported me in my work. Tam very glad to meet such 
& number to-day and to think we have had such a 
pleasant gathering. T[ also wish to thank our Honor- 
ary Secretary for the invaluable help he has given me 
during the three years [ have presided over the 
division, and without which IT should not have 
been able to have done nearly as much. The work 
fell much more heavily upon his shoulders than it 
did on mine. I am very pleased to think the Presi- 
dency has been taken over by Mr. Dunkin, for [ know 
he will do all he can to further the success of the 
division and everything that is for the good of the 
members. 

Major P. J. Stmpson, D.8.0.: It is with very 
great pleasure that I rise to propose the toast which 
I think must be called the toast of the evening, that 
of “The South-Eastern Division,” because I am 
very deeply interested in veterinary associations. 
[ do think that such associations should be stronger 
than they are to-day, that they should be in a better 
position numerically and so forth. They have done 
a great deal, but there is a great deal more these 
associations could do. This division, T have heard 
to-day, is--comparatively speaking--a new one. 
being only about eleven years old. It is a growing 
lad, and I think it promises very weil indeed that such 
a division, with a comparatively small membership 
(not fifty) can get together as many of its members 
as I see around the table to-night. Unfortunately. 
throughout the profession and throughout local 
associations generally, there has been, and I might 
say it is growing, a great apathy, a great lack of 
enthusiasm. This subject was mentioned in the 
meeting this afternoon and T can ¢ordially endorse 
what was said, from any experience T have had with 
regard to various societies. It is a very, very great 
pity. 

You are a division of the one central body, the 
National Veterinary Association, to which the mem- 
bers of the profession look for help. IT may liken 
these divisions to the nerve endings, which should 
convey the sense and feelings of the people in the 
locality in which they are situated to the central 
body. It is the duty of all the members of this 
division to attend the meetings of veterinary 
surgeons practising in their locality, put their views 
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forward, and let them go to the National Association. 
If their expressions of opinion are sent up, then there 
is the chance that those in authority will take action. 
But if there is apathy and no enthusiasm shown in 
the nerve endings, then the central body receives 
no stimulus to go forward and do better things for 
the profession at large. This and other divisions 
could help in this direction and do a great deal of 
work in the way I have mentioned. The question of 
Inspectors’ fees has, I believe, been taken in hand, 
largely by this division, with, I understand, beneficial 
results to the Inspectors of the County of 
Kent and others. This is just a concrete instance 
of the way in which, by being a member of such a 
division, so much good can be done. 


One cannot propose this toast without perhaps 
enlarging a little bit or going into the question of 
executive officers. The ex-President has been spoken 
of, as also the late Mr. Toope and the late ‘Mr. 
James Crowhurst. All have proved excellent men 
and have done a great deal for their profession. We 
now come to the present President, Major Dunkin. 
I think I may call him a friend of mine, although I 
have known him a considerable time. (Laughter.) 
I could tell you quite a lot about him, but I am not 
going to. I will be as brief as possible and simply 
say, from my experience of him (gained not only by 
working with him as a friend, but in double harness 
for the best part of three years in Egypt), that as 
President you have a sterling, solid man who, you will 
find, will always move in the right direction—forward. 
The members of the division must feel themselves 
in very, very good hands. Then you come to the 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. There, again, you 
have, in Mr. Hogben, one who has put in many years 
of very hard work for your division and has done 
it admirably and well. I meet him occasionally 
at the meetings of the “ National ” and he puts for- 
ward the views which your division sends up, and 
puts them forward in a sound way, and 1 think 
he is generally backed up by the National Veterinary 
Medical Association. Now, with regard to the 
membership. You have a number of good men and 
true, but there are surely more in the region you 
cover, which I understand is Kent and parts of 
Sussex and Surrey. I do hope that the present’ 
rank and file will go away from this annual gathering 
and make every endeavour to get every practitioner 
within their localities to join the division. How- 
ever good the man is, whether he be the President 
or the Secretary, neither can do anything unless the 
rank and file thoroughly back them up in their work. 
You should all make every endeavour to attend the 
meetings and put your views forward and speak 
fearlessly from the political side of the profession. 
Do your best, moreover, to raise the scientific side. 
I always think that, in that way, there is many a 
man who might not claim to be a scientist, who 
could attend the meetings and put forward what 
might appear to him to be an ordinary case, but which 
would create a large amount of interesting discussion, 
as a result of which many might go away having 
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learnt something. One does not often attend such 
meetings without having gained some knowledge. 
I wish the division every prosperity in the coming 
new year under its new President and very many 
more such years to follow under future Presidents. 
I have pleasure in coupling with the toast the names 
of the President and the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 


The PrestpENT: We have listened to Major 
Simpson with interest, and in my case with no little 
apprehension. (Laughter.) I am glad to know that 
that was unnecessary. He has said a lot of things 
concerning the division, with all of which, of 
course, we agree. He mentioned the numerical 
strength. I quite agree that it might possibly be 
increased and that is one of the efforts I propose to 
put forward during my year of office. The difficulty 
is, of course. the distance which the practitioners live 
apart, and the difficulty the Council has in deciding 
at what place to have the meetings. We have 
considered every single practitioner, and it is our 
aim and anxiety that every man within our radius 
should be a member. The meetings are, in every 
instance, most instructive, and I may say—and I 
say it without shame--that that has been really the 
chief reaso: for my constant attendance. I never 
remember having attended one meeting without 
having learnt something. That is our aim. You 
will all agree, even the oldest practitioner among us, 
that we are constantly coming across cases of which 
we know little and sometimes nothing. It is for us, 
therefore, if we are out to assist the general public, 
to make it the aim of the profession to learn all it 
possibly can, and learn it by inter-communication. 
Major Simpson is also a veterinary surgeon, at one 
time in practice, but now one of the lucky few enjoy- 
ing his retirement. He having been a veterinary 
surgeon, one can quite understand his taking a more 
or less anatomical view in his speech. But, having 
started an anatomical discussion, it apparently be- 
came a little too deep for him and he got into freer 
speech. (Laughter). He did not tell us to where 
these nerve endings took us. He was, however, pet- 
fectly right in likening these associations to nerve 
endings. It is the nerve endings which take us to the 
central nervous system, and National Association, and 
in that respect I would mention one little fact in order 
that you may get among those practising members who 
rarely, or never, attend our meetings. I only wish 
they could be present at some of the meetings of the 
Council of the National Association. There they 
would see where the real work was being done. 

I am very pleased indeed that Major Simpson 
has mentioned the name of our Secretary and Trea- 
surer, Mr. Hugh Hogben. I would have felt a little 
ashamed if his name had not been mentioned, because 
no one knows better than the President, and no one 
better than our late President, what a huge amount 
of work he has done. It is all very well to be a Presi- 
dent, and as one knows in divisions of this descrip- 
tion, to get a great deal of credit which is not due 
to that officer. The amount of clerical work and 
travelling, at no little personal expense and incon- 
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venience, which the Secretary has to do is very little 
understood by the practising members. If they did, 
we should have an infinitely greater membership. 
I endorse everything Major Simpson has said. 

Mr. Hueu Hocsen: [I hardly think the Secretary 
the proper person to speak. I am more of a “ scrib- 
bler.” Observing the order of the toast list of past 
President and present President, it almost seems 
that the Secretary should not raise his voice to follow 
such superior officers. With regard to our member- 
ship, unfortunately our division is not in the 
position of being so central as others are, and we have 
not so large an area to draw upon as others, being 
surrounded by the sea. Anyhow, I think we do our 
best. Another thing I should like to mention in 
favour of the division: I think we were one of 
the first societies during the war to invite veterinary 
surgeons from overseas to our annual meeting and 
dinner. 1 think the Central followed after us and 
after it such bodies as the National Veterinary 
Association. In honour of the division, I feel 
obliged to say that I consider we led the way. Mr. 
Lyne Dixson was our President then and for six 
years during the war. I hope our division will 
continue to be as successful in the future as it un- 
doubtedly has been in the past. 

Mr. CHARLES ROBERTS next submitted “ The 
Ladies’ in a speech of warm welcome. 

Mr. O. V. GuNNtinG, replying on behalf of the 
ladies, said he did not think the position they filled 
as part of the profession was fully realised. It was 
true that their members were admitted to the College, 
but in other ways they had done far more. They felt 
that the ladies did a great deal more than that for 
which they received recognition. 

Mr. F. C. GittaRrp, submitting “The Guests,” 
said “TI am sure you will all agree that a function such 
as this would be incomplete if we did not have guests. 
I do think the division is to be congratulated 
upon having chosen such very important guests 
as we have with us to-night. I think they are 
all well known to you, but I must refer to Captain 
Player. There was a time when, had it not been 
for him, I should have been pulled up for insubordina- 
tion during the war. We had a very ugly man as 
Commanding Officer, and if I had been left to his 
tender mercies, I scarcely know what would have 
happened. Major Simpson, too, is also well-known 
to youin many ways. His past has been told by his 
friend in the Chair, to some extent. and his abilities 
as an orator have been proved. Major Hobday is 
too well-known to all of us that it should require 
any words from me to say what an asset he is to our 
profession. (Hear, hear.) I have had the great 
pleasure of knowing him for many years. I was a 
student under him, and I may say I have had to 
fear him, but I always loved him and have always had 
that loving spirit towards him since. He is always 
a man to help us when in trouble and ready to aid 
us with advice and to do operations for us which we 
cannot do ourselves. In fact, he is the veterinary 
pioneer of the present day, whether in medicine or 





surgery. He undoubtedly occupies the premier 
position in the profession. Major Hobday, too, has 
already promised to come down and give us demon- 
strations in surgery at some future date. The 
division is, therefore, very lucky in having such 
splendid guests, and it is to those guests I ask you to 
drink and wish them all good health and prosperity. 


Major Hospay: I feel, at this late hour in the 
evening, that I have a very easy task to fulfil in 
replying to the toast of the guests, first because, as 
most speakers tell you, brevity is necessary ; secondly, 
because everybody is anxious to get away; and 
thirdly, because al' the other speakers have taken 
out of my mouth all I wished to have said. Personally, 
I am very, very glad to be amongst so many friends, 
some of whom I have not seen since the war. I 
am very much indebted to Mr. Gillard for having put 
this toast to you in such a very nice fashion. T have 
to thank Major Dunkin for having the opportunity 
of being here; it is a very great pleasure. It has 
been, too, a special pleasure to be at the annual 
meeting, because I am sure it has been an exceptional 
one. You have here, too, all the best of good cheer, 
and you have in the division a very live wire in 
your President. He is a strong supporter of our 
National Association, and it has always struck us 
in other parts of the country that you are especially 
favoured in having both a live President and a live 
Secretary. The way in which Mr. Hugh Hogben gets 
up at our meetings, when a representative, and carries 
all before him, is absolutely wonderful. Particularly 
do we hold him up as a specialist on the fees for 
Inspectors. I feel that, except to express the thanks 
of myself and the other guests for the courtesy and 
goodwill you have shown towards us, there is very 
little left to say, particularly as I understand that 
the other guests are going to speak. 

Major Stupson: I have enjoyed the day here 
immensely. At the meeting upstairs there was an 
intellectual treat to veterinary surgeons, and here 
to-night we have had a great time. I cannot sit 
down without saying how much I have enjoyed the 
excellent musical programme. 

Captain PLAYER also replied i in suitable terms. 


Mr. Buxton expressed the thanks felt by all present 
to be due to Mr. Charles Roberts for having arranged 
another excellent musical programme. Mrs. Rockett 
and Mr. Sleddall had, he said, given them a perfectly 
delightful time. 

The gathering terminated with the singing of the 
National Anthem. 








The enthusiasm of the Prince of Wales for hunting 
and hunter breeding has been responsible for the addition 
of some 400 new members to the Light Horse Breeding 
Society. From this it would appear that there is a 
distinct revival of interest in hunter breeding, and it comes 
at a period when the breeding stock of the country had 
reached its lowest possible numbers, 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns. 





Diary of Events. 

March 26th--N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee Meeting 
at 12 Buckingham Palace Road, London. 

29th—Notices of R.C.V.S. Council Meetings 
issued. 

3lst—End of R.C.V.S. Financial Year. 
Educational and Birth certificates to be 
sent to R.C.V.S. for candidates taking 
first year’s Examination in July. 

2nd--Annual Fees due to R.C.V.S.  Re- 
mittances (£1 ls. Od.) made payable to 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeors to 
be addressed to 10 Red Lion Square. W.C.1. 

4th—Anniversary of death of Wm. Dick, 1866. 
N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings and Council 
Meeting at 10 Red Lion Square, London :—- 


March 


March 


April 


April 


Special Fees Committee (Milk and Dairies | 


Bill), 11-30 a.m. 
Biological, 2 p.m.; Finance and Advisory, 
3-15 p.m. ; Council, 4 p.m. 
5th—-R.C.V.S. Meetings of Parliamentary, 
Examination, Registration, and Special 
Committees. 
Meeting of Council Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, 5 p.m. 
Meeting of National Association of Veter- 
inary Inspectors, 10 Red Lion Square, 
W.C., 6-30 p.m. 
6th—-R.C.V.S. Meetings Finance 
Library Committees; Quarterly 
Special Meetings of Council, 2 p.m. 
7Tth—Entsies for Fellowship Examination 
to be lodged at R.C.V.S. 
122nd Anniversary of establishment of 
Royal Veterinary College, London, 1791. 
9th--N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee Meeting. 


April 


and 
and 


April of 


April 
April 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


The North Midland Division held a very successfu) 
meeting in Sheffield last week, when a very good 
attendance of more than half of the members of the 
division assembled to hear an address by the President 
of the National. Mr. Sumner spoke for over half 
an hour on many topics of interest—-one might 
almost say vital interest—-to the profession. He 
dealt principally with education and the “one 
portal system.” A short discussion followed, from 
which it was inferred that all were agreed on the 
necessity of maintaining our one portal of entry, 
though the advantages of University training was 
generally admitted. 

* * ** * 

Some members had some hard words for the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. on the ground that the Royal College 
has not taken the lead in scientific research and in 
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other matters affecting the welfare of its members. 
It is precisely because the Royal College has not the 
power, under its Charters and Acts, to do these things, 
that the necessity arises for the existence of a powerful 
body representing the great majority of the profession 
such as it is our confident hope that the National 
will shortly become. When will the public and even 
many of our members realise that the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons is incorporated for the purpose 
of holding examinations and maintaining _ their 
standard, of keeping the Register, of making bye-laws 
for the proper government of the profession, and 
regulating the professional conduct of its members ? 
It has no power to spend any of its funds on research; 
in fact, its power to spend money is strictly limited. 
. * * * 

The acting General Secretary has been greatly 
encouraged by the receipt of many letters from mem- 
bers and from officials of public bodies and others, 
which prove definitely that the National is now 
generally and properly recognised as the representative 
body of the profession. If all the members of the 
profession had as high an opinion of the value of the 
National as those outside undoubtedly have, then 
every student, on becoming qualified, would make a 
point of joining the Association at once, and no 
qualified man could afford to stand aloof. 

* * « * 


In the meantime those who are responsible for the 
Association are not yet satisfied with the amount of 
support forthcoming from veterinary surgeons, both 
inside and outside the National. If every veterinary 
surgeon were a member and paid his subscription, 
the National would be a powerful body, with funds 
behind it, and a great future before it, while at present 
the work that it can do is limited by the support. 
or lack of support, which it receives from a section 
of its members who do not pay what is due from them 
and are content to receive the Record for a year or 
two without any effort to fulfil their obligations in 
the way of subscriptions. 


ee ee 


Dipping Difficulties in Wales. 


The special difficulty in regard to dealing with sheep scab 
in the Welsh border, where this disease is an eternal prob- 
lem, lies in the fact that, unlike live stock in the well- 
fenced lowlands, mountain sheep roam at large over the 
slopes of the Berwyns, and it is no easy task for thei 
owners, acting alone, to secure a thorough and effective 
examination and round-up for dipping. Hence those 
occasional drastic Orders of the Ministry of Agriculture 
which so seriously affect the marketing of Welsh mountain 
sheep in border smithfields like Oswestry. Naturally, 
this is an irksome restraint on trade, of which the flock- 
masters are anxious to get rid, and their suggestion is 
that the Ministry should assist them in the thorough 
periodical clearance of the hills and simultaneous dipping 
That shows, says the Oswestry 
obligations 


at a suitable time of year. 
Advertiser, that the farmers realise their 
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in the matter, and it will. it is hoped, be met by the Ministry 
in a spirit of sympathetic commonsense. ‘‘ Official 
pedantry is never likely to prove effective, except at serious 
cost to all concerned, and the time has surely come when 
Whitehall, recognising that the Welsh sheep owners are 
stretching out a co-operative hand, should hasten to meet 
them more than half way.”’ 


Another Vitamin. 


“The study of the so-called ‘ accessory food factors,’ or 
vitamins, has,” says the medical correspondent of The 
Times, ‘‘ been carried a stage farther by the discovery of 
a fourth of these mysterious bodies. This is a ‘fat 
soluble ’ factor similar to, but not identical with, ‘ Vitamin 


ae 


It has hitherto been supposed that in the absence of 
Vitamin A from food (i.e., in the absence of animal fat 
from food), the body became more liable to infections, 
notably a condition of the eyes called xerophthalmia, and 
at the same time lime salts were no longer deposited in the 
bones. It has now been found that these two deficiencies 
are not due to the same lack in the food. 


Thus, cod liver oil, which is rich in Vitamin A, will not 
cure xerophthalmia after oxygen has been passed through 
it; but it will cure rickets—that is to say, it will promote 
the deposit of lime salts in the bones. Cocoanut oil, 
again, will not, in its ordinary state, cure xerophthalmia, 
but will cure rickets. Olive oil will do neither. 


It follows that the vitamin which cures xerophthalmia 
is contained in animal oil, but is destroyed by oxygen ; 
and that the vitamin which cures rickets is contained in 
animal oil and in some vegetable oils, but is not destroyed 
by oxygen. In other words, there are two different fat- 
soluble vitamins, Vitamin A, destroyed by oxygen, and 
“ Vitamin Al ” not so destroyed. 


This discovery, which is reported by its authors, Me 
Collum, Simmonds, Becker, and Shipley, in the Journal 
of Biological Chemistry, has an obvious bearing on dietetics. 
The importance of preserving cod-liver oil and other 
animal fats from oxygen—~i.e., from exposure to the air— 
which was insisted on by Hopkins some time ago, is con- 
firmed and emphasised. For this delicate food factor, 
which is evidently inextricably bound up with our defence 
against disease, is easily destroyed. Children fed on butter 
or fat or cod-liver oil deficient in it must necessarily be 
more liable to fall ill than children properly and adequately 
supplied.” 


The new Minister of Agriculture, Sir R. Sanders, has 
informed Commander Bellairs that at present, owing to 
the presence of foot-and-mouth disease, the import of 
cattle from England and Wales into Canada is prohibited. 
Cattle from Scotland are admitted provided the animals 
are accompanied by the usual certificates and by an 
affidavit from the shipper that they have been in Scotland 
for sixty days immediately before shipment. 
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Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. —_—_—— 


Tuberculin Test :--Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922. 
To vHe Eprrorn or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—L have now heard from the member of the pro- 
fession referred to in my former letter on this subject. 
L am informed that the Ministry of Health has accepted his 
chart (starting at the 9th hours instead of the 6th) and 
granted his client the certificate for Grade A (Tuberculin 
Tested) Milk. 

Presumably this is the considered action of the Ministry 
and therefore removes one obstacle to the working of the 
Act.—-Yours faithfully, 

26 Manor Road, Folkestone, 

12th March, 1923. 


HuGH P. HoGprn, 


Indian Civil Veterinary Department. 
To rue Eprror or THE VETERINARY ReEcoRD. 

Sir, —Mr. H. G. Simpson, in his letter in a recent issue, 
misunderstands me if he thinks 1 advise “ quitting ” for 
every grievance. There are two kinds of “ grousing,”’ 
viz., private or social grousing, which everyone does, 
including myself, and official grousing, of which also I 
have had considerable experience. The latter kind 
carries no weight whatever unless the grouse is of such 
dimensions that those who make it are finding their position 
intolerable and mean to “ quit ”’ if the grievance is not 
put right. It is illogical to ask for a rise and yet to stay 
on if it is refused. 

In the case of India, Mr. G. McElligott, in a letter dated 
16th December, 1922, tells us that the officers’ ‘* reasonable 
and just demands have been passed over unheeded.” 
Now | do maintain that when, after that, an officer stays 
in his job his position is a false one, and he had better 
“quit.” He has groused officially—i.e., ‘‘ demanded ”’ 
something, and has not been granted it, yet he finds it 
worth while to stay on; if that is all he cares about his 
demand, then he should never have made it. 

Mr. Simpson says that ‘‘ unless the present officers have 
lucrative appointments in view they would be cutting off 
their noses to spite their faces’ by quitting. I cannot 
see it; in that case the grievance cannot be a real one. 

Personally, [ can see no future for British officers in 
the I.C.V.D. because of the present general policy of 
Indianisation of the services, and the National Veterinary 
Association cannot prevent that; nothing short of 
Fascism on the Italian plan will do it. The position seems 
to me intolerable. And what reliance can be placed on a 
pension to be granted, say, 20 years from now? The 
Home Government cannot be’ expected to guarantee it, 
because, if a man takes service in India, he does it with 
his eyes open to all the chances, and he stays there if it is 
worth while. I think Mr. Simpson’s “ young and am- 
bitious members *’ must be indeed young to take on in the 
L.C.V.D.; and, as to their ambition, I think they would 
do better by standing on their own legs, Whether in an 
appointment or not, than by hanging on to a service under 
humiliating conditions for the sake of a pension. — 

Mr. Simpson says success in life is not gained by “‘ quit- 
ting.” I think success largely depends on knowing when 
to quit and when to ‘ stick it.”"—-Yours faithfully, 

20 St. George’s Square, Stamford, A. 8. LEEsE. 
10th March, 1923. 


Trypanosomiasis in Pigs. 
To Tus Eprror OF THE VETERINARY R&CORD. 
Sir,-In my report on trypanosomiasis in pigs in your 
issue for December 16th, 1922, a mistake occurred. I am 
made to say “It is an unusual thing for this organism to 
be responsible for death.” This is ambiguous, as it might 
refer to all animals. It would be near the mark for pigs. 
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The interest of the communication was in the fact that, 
as | believe, 7’. vivaz has not been reported as responsible 
for death in pigs before. 

H. E. Hornby (Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics), writing of the 7. vivax says: “It ix 
pathogenic for domestic equines and ruminants, but no 
record seems to have been made of its occurrence in pigs.” 
It was Hornby who confirmed this particular case for me. 
so this makes it of double interest. 

[ should be much obliged if you would make this point 
clear, as otherwise readers may mistake the main fact, 
and possibly think [I made a mis-statoment.— Yours 
sincerely, J. MaLcotm ARMFIELD. 

Veterinary Department, Dar-es-Salaam, 
Territory. January 24th, 1923. 


Tanganyika 


** Equine Grass Sickness.’’ 
To THE Eprror or THE VETERINARY Revcorp. 
Sir,—-As the result of a meeting of veterinary practition- 
ors, held in Perth, on 26th January last, and representations 
since made to the Animal Diseases Research Association, 
that body has now decided to take up the investigation 
of this disease. It behoves the members of our profession 
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to support the investigators in every way. They are 
members of our own profession, and I think research work 
into such an ailment as equine grass sickness should be 
solely our work. As was pointed out at the meeting on 
26th January, the profession should take the matter in 
hand and assert their rights. There is surely ability 
enough in our own ranks to carry out any veterinary 
research work necessary. 

Professor Gaiger, the Chief Investigator of the Animal 
Diseases Research Association, can be found at 83 Buccleuch 
Street, Glasgow, and [ hope all practitioners who are 
unfortunate enough to have cases of this peculiar disease 
will communicate with him, and in that way show that 
they support their own profession.—Yours truly, Jas. 
BIsHoP, Perth. 

March 14th, 1923. 


The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following :—- 
Reports of mectings from th Hon. Secretaries of the 
North of Scotland, Central, and Derbyshire Divisions of 
the N.V.M.A. 
Communications from Major-General Sir John Moore 
and Mr. H. 8. Elphick. 





Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. Summary of Returns. 
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